
 
 

CHINA INSTITUTE AWARDED MAJOR GRANT FROM THE ROBERT H. N. HO FAMILY 

FOUNDATION IN SUPPORT OF INNOVATIVE CROSS-CULTURAL EDUCATION 

PROJECT FOCUSED ON THE FORBIDDEN CITY 

 

NEW YORK, July 11, 2013  

 

China Institute in America, a New York City-based cultural nonprofit focused on improving 

understanding between the US and China, announced that The Robert H. N. Ho Family 

Foundation has awarded the Institute over $1 million to support a multi-year Forbidden City-

themed project. This is the largest, single grant award in China Institute’s history. The new 

project will complement and enhance China Institute’s existing education, culture, and arts 

programs for children, educators, families, and the general public. 

 

China Institute will create a range of cross-cultural materials and experiences that highlight the 

Forbidden City, one of China’s major historic and cultural icons. At the core of the project will 

be a series of children’s books that will introduce young English-language readers to the 

significance of the Forbidden City through engaging stories about the people who once lived 

there, the role it played in China’s imperial history, and its special architectural features.  

 

“We are pleased to partner with The Robert H. N. Ho Foundation on this transformational 

opportunity to educate North American youth about the Forbidden City,” said Sara Judge 

McCalpin, President of China Institute. “This project fits squarely with our mission of advancing 

a deeper understanding of China, particularly as China’s global presence becomes increasingly 

significant.” 

 

In 2010, The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation partnered with the Hong Kong-based Design 

and Cultural Studies Workshop to launch We All Live in the Forbidden City, a multifaceted 

initiative to engage youth in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Mainland China with Chinese culture and 

history. The popularity of the original 10-part book series has inspired its publication in China in 

simplified characters.    

 

China Institute will innovatively re-envision this award-winning project for North American and 

other English-speaking audiences, translating four children’s books from Chinese into English 

and publishing both print and e-book versions. The first two books will be published in the 

spring of 2014 and the other titles will be released in the spring of 2015.  

 



Education has always been at the core of China Institute, founded in 1926. This legacy is what 

attracted The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation to collaborate with China Institute as its major 

North American partner. 

 

Robert Y. C. Ho, Chairman of The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation, commented: “For 

almost a century, China Institute has stood out as an outstanding platform for fostering cross-

cultural understanding between China and the West, and this vision, which my family shares, is 

deserving of our support. With the changing demographics of urban populations in North 

America and the increasing interdependence between China and the rest of the world, educating 

youth about China’s rich history and vibrant culture can only further the goals which our 

foundation and China Institute have in common.” 

 

In conjunction with the book series, China Institute will offer a range of dynamic Forbidden 

City-themed programming and resources to engage learners of all ages and backgrounds. The 

Institute will also partner with the Palace Museum in Beijing to exhibit treasures from the 

Forbidden City in its galleries. The exhibition is scheduled to debut in 2016. Public programming 

will be ongoing throughout the entirety of the project. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Alison Jean 

Foundations and Grants Manager 

China Institute  

ajean@chinainstitute.org 

(212)744-8181 x106 

 

About China Institute in America: 

China Institute, founded in 1926, is the oldest bicultural organization in the United States 

focused on advancing a deeper understanding of China through programs in education, culture, 

business, and art in the belief that cross-cultural understanding strengthens our global 

community. 

 

About The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation: 

The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation is a Hong Kong-based independent philanthropic 

organization. With deep roots in Chinese culture, the Foundation was founded in 2005 with two 

missions. The first is to promote Chinese arts and culture, in particular cross-cultural 

understanding between China and the world. Its second goal is to foster a deeper understanding 

of Buddhist philosophy and to apply its insights in everyday life. 
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